298                           Brewing
the brewers were forbidden in 1484 to ' put in any ale
or licour wherof ale shalbe made or in the wirkyng and
bruyng of any maner of ale any hoppes, herbes or other
like thing but onely licour malt and yeste '-1 The
wording of the prohibition suggests that it was aimed
rather at maintaining the standard of the old English
ale than at preventing all brewing of beer. This is the
more probable as it was only six years since the council
had declared that the action of the brewers in raising
the price of beer was ' against the common weal ',2 and
only five years before the beer brewers, as we have seen,
became a recognized gild. This would also explain the
apparent contradiction that while, in 1531, the royal
brewer was forbidden to use hops or brimstone, an Act
of Parliament passed in the same year bore testimony
to the establishment of the industry by exempting alien
brewers from the penal statutes against foreigners
practising their trades in England, arid also by allowing
beer brewers to employ two coopers %hile ale brewers
might only employ one.3 At the same time the barrel
of beer was fixed at thirty-six gallons, and that of ale
at thirty-two, the kilderkin and firkin being respectively
half and quarter of those amounts.
From this time the brewing of beer steadily prospered,
the Leakes of Southwark4 and other alien brewers
amassing great riches, English brewers following in their
footsteps, and the taste for beer spreading through the
1  London Letter Book L, 211.
2  Ibid.,   155.    At Norwich in 1498  (Recs. of Norwich, ii.   155)
complaints were made that the price of beer had gone up but ' the
same bere is no we thinner and wers drynk'.   History sometimes
repeats itself.
3  V. C. H. Surrey, ii. 382,                    * Ibid., ii. 382-4.